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U.S. CHARGES MOTHER AND DAUGHTER W TH | NTERNATI ONAL
CONSPI RACY TO KI DNAP A SEVEN- YEAR- QLD BOY

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and MARTIN FI CKE, the Speci al
Agent in Charge of the U S. Departnment of Honmel and Security’s
| mm gration and Custons Enforcenent (“1CE’), announced the arrest
of TOVASA CAMACHO and RI TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO, nother and
daughter, on charges of participating in an international
ki dnapi ng conspiracy, and the safe return of the seven-year-old
child they had all egedly kidnaped.

TOVASA CAMACHO was arrested on Cctober 18, 2004, in New
Jersey and was presented |ate yesterday in Manhattan federal
court, where she was ordered detained. R TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL
CAMACHO was arrested on Cctober 16, 2004, in the Dom nican
Republic and is being renoved to the United States.

The Conpl aint, which was filed under seal on Septenber
10, 2004, and unseal ed yesterday, charges that, from beginning in
approxi mat el y Novenber 2003, RI TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO and
TOVASA CAMACHO and ot her co-conspirators denmanded paynent of

t housands of dollars in United States currency as a condition of



the rel ease of the child, whomthey had agreed to smuggle into
the United States. The child was safely rescued over the weekend
when | aw enforcenent officials in the Dom ni can Republic, working
with ICE, arrested RITA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO and found the
child in her custody.

The Conpl aint alleges that in about 2003, the child s
parent arranged with a co-conspirator of R TA and TOVASA CAMACHO
to snuggle the parent’s two children, a son and a daughter, into
the United States from Ecuador through Peru, in exchange for
approxi mately $23,000. In or about Novenber 2003, the parent
arranged for the children to travel by bus with their
grandparents fromtheir honme in Ecuador to Linma, Peru. The
parents, living in New York Cty, hoped to be reunited with their
children, according to the Conplaint. In Lim, Peru, other co-
conspirators took control of the children, it is charged. From
this point, up to and including about May 2004, the parent
al | egedly nmade additional paynents of approximtely $100 each
week to co-conspirators. From about May 2004 up to about
Sept enber 2004, the parent also allegedly made such periodic
payments to R TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO.

After approximately five nonths, in about February
2004, co-conspirators nmade arrangenents for the daughter to
travel from Peru, through Brazil, to John F. Kennedy

International Airport in Queens, New York. The co-conspirators
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advi sed the parent that the son, who was then six years old,
woul d soon be snuggled into the United States.

On or about May 8, 2004, RI TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO
and the son allegedly traveled to the Dom nican Republic, and
then, approximately two weeks later, traveled to Haiti.
Thereafter, co-conspirators denmanded additional paynment for the
return of the son, it was charged. For exanple, in about My
2004, RI TA GECRG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO al l egedly told the parent
that the son would not be brought to the United States unless the
parent paid an additional $5,000 in United States currency, which
the parent paid to RITA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO. Then, in
about August 2004, RI TA GECRG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO demanded an
additional $10,000 in United States currency, according to the
Complaint. Thereafter, in Septenber 2004, |CE agents recorded
t el ephone conversations between the parent and RI TA CAMACHO, who
was in Haiti, and TOVASA CAMACHO, who was in New Jersey, in which
t hey di scussed additional ransom demands, it was charged.

| f convicted of the charges contained in the Conplaint,
t he defendants each face a maxi num sentence of 5 years’

i mpri sonmnent.

M . KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of |ICE and
the authorities in the Dom nican Republic, who worked with ICE to
arrest RI TA GEORG NA SANDOVAL CAMACHO and safely rescue the

seven-year-ol d child.



Assi stant United States Attorney JESSICA ROTH is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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